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SUBJECT: INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE ANNOUNCES INTENTION 
TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 10, CHEDLI ZOUITEN, WHO IS PRESIDENT 

OF TUNISIAN JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND PRESIDENT 
OF AFRICAN VOLLEYBALL FEDERATION, HELD PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN TUNIS IN WHICH HE DECLARED HIS INTENTION TO RUN 
AS AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT IN THE 
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS. ZOUITEN DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS THE 
CANDIDATE OF YOUTH AND DECLARED THAT HIS PROGRAM WOULD 
INCLUDE REINFORCING THE POWERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
THE FORMULATION OF A TRUE POLICY OF NATIONAL DEVELOP 
MENT, AND THE GUARANTEE OF LIBERTY OF ASSOCIATION. 
ZOUITEN, WHO IS 40 YEARS OLD, HAS BEEN KODAK AGENT IN 
TUNIS AND CURRENTLY HAS FUJI AGENCY. 

2. ON SEPT 1 1, THE FRENCH LANGUAGE PRESS GAVE 
INCONSPICUOUS COVERAGE TO ZOUITEN’S ANNOUNCEMENT, 
CHARACTERIZING IT AS HUMOROUS ACTION OF AN ECCENTRIC. 
FACTION BRIEFLY NOTED ZOUITEN'S ANNOUNCEMENT AND COM- 
PARED IT TO THE PERENNIAL CANDIDACIES OF AN OBSCURE 
FRENCHMAN. LA PRESS TREATED ZOUITEN'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

IN GREATER DETAIL, BEGINNING WITH THE SAME TWO PARA 
GRAPHS OF L'ACTION AND GOING ON TO RECALL ZOUITEN'S 
"STUPID" CONTACT WITH ISRAELI DELEGATION AT A JUNE 1973 
JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CONVENTION IN NAPLES. LA 
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IN TUNIS AND THE CONFIDENCE OF HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE 
JUNIOR CHAMBER BECAUSE OF HIS FOIBLES. 

3. ACCORDING TO CONSTITUTION, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
MUST BE MOSLEM, 40 YEARS OF AGE, BE THIRD GENERATION 
TUNISIANS, AND ENJOY FULL CIVIL RIGHTS. CANDIDATES MUST 
BE REGISTERED FOR OFFICE (AND THUS, BY INFERENCE, BE 
APPROVED) BY A FIVE MEMBER COMMITTEE CONSISTING OF 
THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SPUREME COURT 
OF APPEAL, COURT OF APPEAL OF TUNIS, THE MUFTI OF TUNIS, 

AND THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR. 

4. COMMENT: ZOUITEN APPEARS TO BE A SLIGHTLY COMIC 
FIGURE ON LOCAL SCENE AND GIVES NO INDICATION OF QUALIFYING 
AS A SERIOUS CANDIDATE OF A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL GROUP. 

IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, HOWEVER, HE TOUCHED ALL BASES 
DEAR TO THE LIBERALS'S HEARTS. AT THIS STAGE IHIS 
INTENTIONS ARE UNCLEAR BUT THE MERE FACT OF CHALLENGING 
BOURGUIBA WILL NO DOUBT IRRITATE MANY PSD LEADERS. 

SEELYE 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION CANDIDATES, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: kelleywO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TUNIS05678 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740256-0379 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740945/aaaabmmb.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAY 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <19 MAR 2003 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE ANNOUNCES INTENTION TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT 
TAGS: PINT, TS, (ZOITEN, CHEDLI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




